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ABSTRACT

Human trafficking has been described as the receipt of persons through fraudulent means or deceptive
means, transportation of individuals, recruitment, harboring or transfer of persons based on falsehood.
Oftentimes men and women or under aged children are usually victims of this inhumane activity. Some
Nigerians (male or female) have had to be trafficked outside Nigeria under the pretense that they are
going to have a better life. This infringement on their fundamental human rights has led to the loss of
life and identity. As victims are smuggled out of the country with a promise of greener pasture oversees
or in neighboring African countries. Nigeria and Libya were considered in the study, as trafficking and
smuggling are prevalent in prevalent in these countries. The objectives of this study are to ascertain if
there are adequate policies on ground to help in sustaining the fight against human trafficking, and
why the government has not been able to eradicate the menace from the society. Hence the Nigerian
government engages in diplomatic relations with other countries to return persons to the country (like
in the case of Libya), through the established relevant agencies such as the National Agency for the
Prohibition of Trafficking in Person (NAPTIP). The study adopted the secondary data generational
approach. It advocated for a more rigorous approach in other to sustain relevant policies, if any, and
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strengthen the fight against trafficking of persons.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The crime associated with human trafficking involves coercion,
force, fraud and smuggling. Kidnapping and sham marriages have also
become part of the whole process, which brings about irresponsibility,
most especially among the male folks. According to Omoregbe (2008) he
posits that “a responsible man is a man who takes his duties, obligations,
promises seriously and does everything possible to fulfill them promptly
and efficiently”. Unfortunately, those who found themselves being
trafficked, are often promised fantastic jobs, and in the process
manipulated into swearing oath. Traffickers control their victims to
submission to their will through manipulation and adoption of different
tactics, as victim are forced to engage in negative vices like prostitution,
domestic labour and other unwholesome practices. Arezo (2020) asserted
that, “Nigeria is a source, transit and destination country for human
trafficking”. He added that “Internal trafficking is the most prevalent form,
accounting for 75% of cases in the country, as regional victims of traffickers
in Nigeria are generally from Togo, Benin or Burkina Faso, in terms of
international trafficking from Nigeria, while the forms have not shifted
greatly in recent years, like the routes and destinations have. More so new
routes have emerged towards Morocco, Mali and the Gulf. Muslims from
northern Nigeria (Kano is becoming a hub) are inclined to go or to be
trafficked to Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Iran or Afghanistan, while the people
from the south (predominantly Christians) want to reach Europe”.

Thus, an underdeveloped society or country is characterized by
backwardness, primitiveness, tribalism, dependency, neo-colonialism,
non-liberalism, exploitation, late capitalism, lack of modern differentiated
industries, state of poverty in the society, the domination of foreign capital
in the hands of foreign and local bourgeoisie or local comprador, low
technology, low level politics, including social and cultural development.
According to Sardaryan (2021), “when the Middle Ages were in full bloom
in Europe, it was hardly possible to find any attributes of a feudal society
in Africa, where the transformation of the primitive-communal system into
the slavery system and then into the feudal system was never observed in
principle”.

The researchers observed that this divergence began in 2017, when
traffickers lured their victims to engage in prostitution and forced labour.
Children were conscripted into child soldiers through unlawful
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recruitment, and other demining jobs, where most of them suffer
humiliation and deprivation. According to African Union Migration Policy
Framework for Africa (AUMPFA) (2015), provides “a clear distinction
between forced displacement and other forms of population migrations
while the phenomenon of mixed-migration movements within and out of
Africa poses a challenge with varying humanitarian consequences as the
case of Libya a continent in Africa”.

Libya is an oil rich country, which has three main historical regions,
that is, Tripoli, Cyrenaica, and Fezzan. According to the Britannica, “Libya
was a large desert with some limited potential for urban and sedentary life
in the northwest and northeast. Libya has historically never been heavily
populated or a power centre. Like that of its neighbour Algeria, Libya’s very
name is a neologism, created by the conquering Italians early in the 20th
century. Also like that of Algeria, much of Libya’s earlier history, not only
in the Islamic period but even before, reveals that both Tripolitania and
Cyrenaica were more closely linked with neighbouring territories Tunisia
and Egypt, respectively, than with each other, even during the Ottoman
era, the country was divided into two parts, one linked to Tripoli in the west
and the other to Benghazi in the east” (www.britannica.com). According to
Ochereome (2011), “Libya does not have a common boundary with Nigeria.
But it has boundaries with countries like Niger Republic and Chad, which
in turn, have boundaries with Mali, Burkina Faso, Northern Sudan and
Nigeria, all of which are weak states that have little or no control of their
international boundaries”. This could be the reason why Green (2000)
wrote that, “recognize the fortunate so that you may choose their company,
and the unfortunate so that you may avoid them”. For most part of the
nation, Africa falls into the group of exploited countries inside the capitalist
or imperialist system. As a result, trafficking in persons for the benefit of
making money has become a homogenous business among traffickers in
Africa, especially Nigeria and Libya, as the study observed. Alterado et al.
(2023) observed that “the quest for life’s highest good is an integral part of
the ethos of cultural self-understanding of any people”.

The deceptive mechanism used by traffickers to traffic persons to
these countries is usually a promise of a “better life” a “brighter future” or
a “good working environment” etc. Arezo (2020), said that “forced labour
is most commonly reported in Libya but is also highly reported in Algeria
and Niger, in addition to the increased difficulty of entering Libya and
crossing from Libya to Italy, has pushed traffickers in source countries into
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other business models. This includes connecting with new destinations,
which has also led to the mixing of various forms of trafficking”. The lack
of entrepreneurial skills, capital shortage, non-investment practices,
inadequate productivity measures, insufficient savings; inefficiency, and
unfavourable terms in trade, has forced people into all sorts of criminal and
negative vices. For instance, women who find themselves in these positions
are often times exploited sexually in Nigeria. Organ harvesting cases have
also been reported in most African countries including Libya, for sales in
some other countries like Malaysia and Singapore countries.

In addition, trafficked persons experience multiple forms of
trafficking, most times during their journey, as they are further taken
advantage off by new traffickers as they are sometimes further kidnapped,
extorted, forced into labour detention camps, sexual exploitation and
slavery, etc. Detention happens because of the strong and intimate
relationship or bound that existed between traffickers and those that
engage in the operation of detention camps, along the routes. Exploitation
of the people for profit making has become one of the cardinal points of
most African counties, regardless of political, economic and social
structure. The US Immigration and Custom Enforcement (2015), reported
that, “about 600,000 to 800,000 victims are trafficked globally per year,
the majority of whom are women and children”. While in 2022 the
Directorate of Humanitarian Services (DHS), “developed implementation
plans tailored at incorporating a victim-centered approach into all relevant
policies and programs, to assist 765 human trafficking victims, grant
immigration protection services to more than 22,500 victims and their
families; and also made 3,655 trafficking-related arrests” (DHS, 2023).
Meanwhile in Nigeria, Ovuorie (2022), reported that “almost 1.4 million
individuals were living in modern slavery in Nigeria in 2018, according to
an estimate by the Walk Free Foundation, an international human rights
group that publishes a global slavery index”. The researchers opined that,
“chronic poverty is a cruel kind of hell, and one cannot understand how
cruel that hell is merely by gazing upon poverty as an object, as migrants
suffer the most”.

Asylum most times are not granted to migrants as they face the risk
of abuses, exploitations and violation of their fundamental human rights.
They are also denied access to basic services including medication and
adequate shelter. Peoples’ ideas are championed by economic and perhaps
social environment. The study recons that, “policy solutions, that are likely
to reduce trafficking and smuggling, need to be multifaceted in other to,
address variety of contributing factors simultaneously in the
environment”.

2.  HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN THE ENVIRONMENT

Trafficking in humans has negative consequences on human lives as
it victimizes them in all areas. These individuals must be free from
unnecessary interference in life, juxtaposed by the large, authoritarian,
patrimonial, personal, repressive and corrupt African states, as civil society
becomes weaker. The primary focus of this study is on the individual or
aggregate of individuals, their values, and beliefs, human right abuse, and
human trafficking, which unfortunately infringes on their fundamental
human right. The interjection of colonialism into Africa traditional society
brought in a lot of new social exchanges and dislocations that became
platforms for associational activities. In spite of the transition to
democratic rule in most African countries. Often too majority of the poor
people engage in crime and violence. These are used to drive people to
migrate from one clime to another, as young women in particularly
becomes vulnerable to sexual exploitation, due to limited job opportunities
in their immediate environment. Stages of trafficking involves sexual and
psychological violation leading to deprivation, torture and forceful use of
dangerous substance(s). Ovuorie (2022), observed that, “the International
Organization for Migration estimates that 80% of the young Nigerian
women who arrive in Italy are likely forced into prostitution as sex
trafficking victims”. If Ovuorie’s observation is anything to go by then it
right to say that “manipulation, economic exploitation, abusive working
and living conditions of migrants are some of the vices that have paved way
for trafficking of persons in Nigeria, thereby denying them their individual
natural rights”. According to Omoregbe (2008), quoting Thomas Hobbs,
“natural right is the freedom to use any means within one’s power to
preserve one’s life; natural right entitles one to take any necessary
measures to preserve one’s life. Unlike most other violent crime, trafficking
usually involves prolonged and repeated trauma which sometimes lead to
death of the individual(s)”. Documentation by governmental agencies and
research centres had revealed how the people (men, women and children)

being abused are specifically exploited through either the long or short
terms mode of abuses. These unfortunate incidents lead victims to long
term injuries, deformity and even death.

Human trafficking in every part of the world is illegal, still it has not
been adequately discouraged, as it is still thriving in most parts of Africa
including Nigeria and Libya. It has become a flourishing business for
criminal minded people, who have also form syndicate groups. This has
become one of the most dehumanizing criminal activities that the
government is battling with. It was in line with this assertion that Idehen
and Oaikhena (2021) posit that “stable policies and strong institutions are
crucial elements of an enabling environment, which is necessary for
thriving prosperous economy”. Government needs to put structures in
place to discourage the involvement of children and women in human
abuse and trafficking. The involvement of innocent children, through
persuasion of parents and guardians, has brought about a dehumanizing
atmosphere for the children who are victims. The international community
working in Africa has been inundated with repots of trafficked children, as
reports had shown that female children are especially trafficked for sexual
and domestic exploitation. It thus appears that, most African children,
especially from West Africa are trafficked. However, data analyzed so far
on children trafficking has not been able to show the final analysis.
Meanwhile studies have clearly shown that, “among child victims, boys are
more frequently detected than girls in most cases”. This is connected to
exploitations in Nigeria and Libya, while more women are trafficked in
comparison to men, in the cases of adult trafficking. Omoregbe (2008)
quoting Bentham as he said that “man is by nature a pleasure seeking and
a pain avoiding animal, that pleasure and pain are the two guides of all
human actions. Nature, he says has placed mankind under the governance
of two sovereign masters, pain and pleasure”. Thus, Oaikhena and
Osemeke (2016) agreed that, “a political system is composed of several
structures with specific objective and functions to perform, a process for
its attainment and the effect of its performance, is necessary”. The National
Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP), reported
that, “434 victims (135 forced labour and 299 sex trafficking) as well as 321
potential victims and 636 potential trafficking victims were reported in the
previous reporting periods” (NAPTIP, 2021). It also reported that, “about
21,000 Nigeria women and girls have been trafficked to Italy since 2015
with 80% being likely victims of human trafficking”.

3. EFFORTS TOWARDS FIGHT AGAINST HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

It is understandable that the federal government and its agencies in
Nigeria, has not been able to successfully meet the demands for its
minimum standard of the eradication of human trafficking, but she is
significantly trying to do so, which means there’re daunting challenges
towards fighting human trafficking, perhaps associated with lack of
political will or corruption. Zimako (2009), remarked that, “one element
that has roundly challenged our creativity, innovativeness and
determinant to grow and develop as a nation is the gargantuan, hydra-
headed and very hostile epidemic called corruption”. Okonjo-Iweala
(2018) did not mix words when she wrote that “no Nigerian Government
in living memory, even after declaring a strong stance against corruption,
has ever been able to stamp out or check corruption everywhere”. This was
why Villeneuve et al. (2020), observed that, “bribery often involves the
practical exchange of money and gift, and such concrete gains can be more
easily detected and prevented than the mere exchange of favours.”

However, reports had indicated that the government had no doubt
tried its best to curb human trafficking which has yielded some form of
results. Meanwhile, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic reduced the
trafficking capacity of traffickers, as most nations boarders were in
accessible. This led to the inability of traffickers to easily carryout their
nefarious trade effectively. Though, government officials/agencies have
increased collaboration with foreign governments to deal with the menace
on international human trafficking investigations and prosecutions. Some
persons found guilty of human trafficking are prosecuted through the
various agencies in Nigeria and abroad. It is of note that, “the Trafficking
in Persons Law Enforcement and Administration Act (TIPLEAA), as
amended in 2015, criminalized sex trafficking and labor trafficking and
prescribed a minimum penalty of two years’ imprisonment and a fine of
250,000.00 naira ($649) for both sex and labor trafficking, the minimum
penalty for sex trafficking was increased to seven years’ imprisonment and
a fine of 1 million naira ($2,600) if the case involved a child victim”.
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This action provides for social and political equality of citizens in
order to reduce the series of abuses and dehumanization of humans. It
further helps to mold desirable character which invariably ensures that, the
government pursues the interest of a greater number of victims. Thus,
these actions are sufficiently stringent with regards to sex trafficking,
associated with prescribed punishment ascribed to kidnapping. Oaikhena
(2021) posit that, “there is the need to enhance policies towards
humanitarian governance, by enhancing the African Union leadership role
and mandate through provision of strategic approaches and guidelines for
African Union led efforts in conformity with its shared values, norms and
standards for humanitarian actions on the continents”. The lack of
documentation of trafficked children for exploitation in most Europe, West
Africa countries, Great Lakes and most Sub-Saharan countries, by
researchers and actors. In furtherance, persons trafficked for exploitation
to work in agricultural farms, cotton and coca plantations, have not also
been fully reported by the various authorities. Trafficking of children in the
mining sectors and quarries has been noticed and reported. NAPTIP
continues to lead the Federal Government’s efforts to combat the menace
of trafficking in persons and exploitation. Smith (2020), observed that,
“officials from the Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS), Nigerian Police
Force (NPF), Labour Inspectorate, Economic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC), as well as, the Nigerian Financial Intelligence Unit
(NFIU), in coordination with prosecutors and the judiciary, all had
responsibilities in supporting the country’s criminal justice response
system to deal with human trafficking, as the government struggles with
political scandal, it also faced a potent new political force”.

4. TWO CATEGORIES OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING

4.1 LABOR TRAFFICKING

Labour trafficking represents a form of modern-day slavery. Victims
are forced into services through the use of force and coercion. Traffickers
adopt various strategies including threat and violence to force victims to
work against their will. However, according to the US Department of
Justice (2022), it observed that - the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
2000, defined labor trafficking as, “the recruitment, harboring,
transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services
through the use of force or fraud or coercion for the purposes of subjection
to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

4.2 SEX TRAFFICKING

Sex trafficking according to Robert Moossy (2008) is “a particularly
degrading form of human trafficking, defined generally as recruiting,
enticing, harboring, transporting, providing or obtaining either: (a) an
adult for commercial sex by force, fraud or coercion, or (b) a juvenile for
commercial sex, regardless of the age”. Toumasis (2023), observed that,
“women are particularly vulnerable group, since they become victims of
emotional bullying and sexual harassment”. These dehumanizing
situations have led NAPTIP to report that “human trafficking in Nigeria
dates back to the 15t century when European colonists started the Trans-
Atlantic Slave Trade in the country”. It further stated that, “in 2019, 203
(two hundred and three) cases of human trafficking were reported and
investigated by NAPTIP in Nigeria”. Meanwhile, fighting human
trafficking in Libya is inconsistent compared to Nigeria. The US
department of State (2021) reported that “lack of institutional capacity, as
well as lack of Libyan law enforcement, customs, and military personnel,
especially along its borders, hindered authorities’ efforts to combat human
trafficking crimes”. It added that “Libyan law criminalized some forms of
sex trafficking but did not criminalize labour trafficking”. More so the
report, on Articles 420, 419, and 418 of the penal code “criminalized some
forms of sex trafficking involving women and prescribed penalties of up to
10 years imprisonment and a fine between 100 and 500 Libyan dinars
($75-$375), which were sufficiently stringent and commensurate with
penalties prescribed for other serious crimes, such as rape”.

The various changes in international laws towards dealing with
human trafficking has also led to the free flow of sex trafficking of victims
as sex trafficking requires transnational movement. The act criminalizing
sex trafficking has also been found out to be coercive and fraudulently
induced. According to Abdel-Rahim (2023), he observed that, “in the
sixties of the twentieth century, as Europe entered the postmodern era, the
feminist movement turned on its first principles to another direction in
philosophy and goals, establishing a new stage of the movement's life,
crystallized within the so-called currents of contemporary feminism, which
raised the slogan of complete symmetry between men and women, and
integrating them into one gender under the concept of gender, which

became a philosophical current expressing the principles of the movement
intellectually and practically”.

5. MOBILITY OF VICTIMS TOWARDS EUROPE BY
TRAFFICKERS

Traffickers have opted to change direction in the area of mobility,
this is so because North Africa, Sahel and the Mediterranean have over the
last few years becomes a bit difficult to access easily as a result of security
and policies changes hindering trafficking of victims, as they are
sometimes abandoned. This has led to the emergence of homeless,
powerless, and impoverished class of workers who sought alternative
employment and conducive atmosphere in Europe countries. Meanwhile
majority of these victims from Nigerians live in Europe countries.
According to Oaikhena (2021) observed that, “the risk of falling back into
poverty is quite high, where effective social protection mechanism does not
exist”. Europe primarily then becomes a destination region for victims
from across Africa. Put differently, trafficking of persons in Africa has
taken the form of citizens against the state. This could be reason why
Macpherson as quoted by Leon Baradat (1976), said that “individual must
be free from unnecessary government involvement in their life and must
be free to participate in a market driven economy”. Macpherson was
perhaps referring to a “liberal democracy” which is found in several
Western countries. According to Macpherson “Liberal democracy is
interested primarily in the freedom and equality for the individual
citizens”. The postulation of liberality has led to trafficking into Europe, as
it appears to have increased in recent years, particularly through and from
Nigeria and Libya. Victims are recruited in Europe countries and trafficked
either internally or to other countries, inside or outside Europe. This was
why Baradat quoted Thomas Hobbes, that “his view of people is not a
happy one. He thought that people were basically self-serving. They were
rational. They were not in control of their own destinies because they were
driven by an overwhelming fear of death” (1976).

Those who are usually trafficked can be of any age, any gender and
from anywhere in Africa or the world. As such female victims and children
are said to be the primary target. Often traffickers, targets those who seem
to be in difficult situation and are marginalized. Undocumented migrant
report says that “people who are in desperate need of employment are
vulnerable, particularly trafficking to forced labour in order to secured
employment, which constitute trafficking after the traffickers uses
violence, deception or even blackmail”. According to Louise (2004),
“human trafficking and smugglers into Europe have grown since the
1980s”. He reiterated that “European policy makers have made great
efforts to restrict illegal immigration”. Some of the European boundaries
like, “the Mediterranean coast are largely guarded, and the long borders
that many Eastern European countries share with the former Soviet Union
is notorious for its often corrupt, by border patrol personnel” (Human
Right Watch, 2002). EUROPOL (2021) also reported that “between 8 and
12 November 2001, it supported large-scale international action against
trafficking in human beings. 29 countries, led by Austria and Romania,
took part in the action days, which were coordinated by Europol and
Frontex. The activities saw more than 14,000 law enforcement officers
targeting trafficking routes on roads and at airports. This resulted in 212
arrests and the identification of a further 89 trafficking suspects”.

6. RESCUE EFFORTS AND OATH TAKING

According to Presly (2021), writing for BBC News, she reported that,
“every year thousands of women are trafficked to European cities and put
to work, having sex with men”. She recounted the escape of Jewel (not real
name), a young lady from Nigerian, who had expected that she was going
to become a carer (a paid helper) not knowing she was going to be
trafficked for sexual exploitation but managed to escape from her supposed
employers in Denmark. Presly reported that, “the lady had caught a flight
from Nigeria thinking she was going to work with old people in Europe but
ended up as a sex worker”. Perhaps she allowed her air mystery to turn into
a reputation of deceit. Rahmani and Nojoumian (2023) argued that
“numerous factors contribute to the immigration of Iranians to the West,
however, the first wave of immigration came with the Islamic Revolution
in Iran in 1979, which resulted in the mass migration of many Iranian
families who decided to leave the country and continue their life
elsewhere”.

Most trafficked victims are often times, the eldest child or eldest
daughter of the family, who are made to bear a heavy burden of catering
for the family, as it is said there is no action without a cause. Families with
the female gender encourages their daughters to travel to Europe
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countries, in order to escape from poverty, and to live in a world of
happiness. According Omoregbe (2008) he observed that, there is at least
one thing which everybody without exception wants and is relentlessly
looking for, that is “happiness”. There is nobody who does not want
happiness or fulfillment, for it is part of human nature to seek happiness.
A lot of people confuse wealth for happiness hence its acquisition becomes
a do or die affair. Meanwhile, there have been some level of awareness
associated with trafficking in Nigeria, these has made some traffickers to
turn to rural communities were most families have less access to
information. Some of the victims are made to take oath and engage in
religious rituals. Millett-Barrett (2019) observed that, “oath is a formal
pledge that is expressed while invoking a divine witness to the person’s
intention with regards to future action or conduct”. Oaths represent certain
strong claims about past actions or create future obligations.

According to Millett-Barrett quoting Siddharth Kara, Director of the
Program on Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery, Harvard Kennedy
School of Government (2012), she wrote on quote that “T have stepped into
darkness many times, but none so dark as Nigeria. To research slavery is
to face the raw and unrestrained bestiary of man. Those beasts are most
fiercely unleashed in the dens of sex slavery, and Nigeria is the most
unleashed of them all. Other countries may have more victims and other
networks may be more sophisticated, but Nigeria took everything I had
experienced about sex trafficking and cast it into an inscrutable abyss”.

In addition, Millett-Barrett quoted Mbiti (2015) that, “a highly
successful method to control and silence victims is the use of a ritual called
“juju oath” ceremony, which is one practice within a set of customs and
beliefs in African Traditional Religion (ATR)”. This could be the reason
why Omoregbe, quoting Baron Holbach, said that, “man is completely
under the control of nature which brought him into existence without his
consent and has marked out for him how he will live”. Omoregbe also said
that “the direct intention of an action is the desired and anticipated result
of the action”. Meanwhile, Premier times (2021), reported that “the
National Agency for Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP), Benin
Zonal Command in Nigeria, had rescued about 96 victims of humans
trafficked in the zone”. The commander of the zone, Chidiebere Oruruo-
Ifudu, which comprises Edo and Delta states in Nigeria, made this
disclosure during an interview. According to the coordinator, “the agency,
had intensified its operations, especially vigilance in the zone, because
many innocent youths are usually gullible and susceptible to the antics of
human traffickers, who would come into the states during the yuletide and
lure victims with promises of greener pastures and better life abroad, most
especially the under aged”. In addition, premier times also reported that
“the Enugu Zonal Commander of NAPTIP, in Nigeria, Nneka Ajie, said that
during the celebration of the 2021 World Day Against Human Trafficking,
victims, who were mostly children, were exposed to sexual exploitation,
child labour, violence and baby harvesting, amongst other crimes”. These
includes the use of children as child soldiers to fight during conflict
situation in Africa.

The 2014 edition of the Global Report revealed that “trafficking of
children in conflict areas such as the Central African Republic and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo has increased”. It reported that “138
trafficking issues were noticed in post-conflict countries, such as Rwanda,
where the Committee on the Rights of the Child reported that armed
groups operating in the Eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo recruited Rwandan children, including refugee children, for use as
child soldiers”. While the Global Report on Trafficking of Persons (2022),
reported that “the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the Walk
Free Foundation in partnership with the International Organization for
Migration (IOM), released global estimate of modern slavery in September,
2022 that, at least approximately 27.6 million people were in forced labor”.

7. PROJECTING THE RIGHT IMAGE THROUGH RELEVANT
POLICIES

The key strategies for policymakers to address the demand for illegal
migration should be through education, prevention -efforts, and
prosecution of traffickers. Policies that are harmonized in nature, both
within and across the countries, must be able to deter smugglers and
traffickers who unfortunately take advantage of the permissive regulatory
environment. Oaikhena and Osaghae (2014), wrote that, “the porous
nature of borders, continue to engender cross-border crime and instability
in the sub-region of Africa, owing to the lack of an appropriate mechanism
for monitoring movement and illegal activities across the borders”. De
Lauri (2019) reported that, “border control mechanism, has been
implemented with the mandate of maintaining state sovereignty over

exclusive territorial spaces, through the regulations of who and what can
move across state borders”. To this end, border control authorities are
engaged in negative practices that ranges from violence, denial of
movement, corruption, etc, through the deployment of physical force.
Oaikhena (2023), noted that, “what is important is that they do help in
directing one’s responses towards a stimulus, event or situation”.

The Federal Ministry of Defense in Nigeria, said publicly that, “its
personnel had sexually exploited individuals, although it continued to deny
soldiers recruited children, which impeded investigations of allegations
from previous reports. NAPTIP had stated that, some officers found
wanting were investigated and prosecuted over sex related issues”. In
furtherance, it was alleged that, “in previous years Nigerians traveled to
Togo for child sex tourism, unfortunately, the government did not also
report efforts to address child sex tourism”. It was also reported that “The
Maximum Likelihood Estimation (MLE), regulated private employment
agencies and instituted a licensing requirement for labour recruiters, but
the government did not report revoking any licenses for exploitative
recruitment practices, during the reporting period”. As a result, reports
were never made available by the government to reduce the demand for
commercial sex. Of course, these less perturbed attitudinal displayed,
affected the country’s image, as issues relating to curbing the trend was
taken for granted. This was why Oaikhena wrote that, “the willingness of
potential followers to comply with instruction is equally important”.

Limited resources available to the agencies, especially NAPTIP, has
slowed down its effort towards the fight against trafficking operations
measures in the country, though the agencies’ officers remained
concentrated, as they keep exposing the identities of criminals who
trafficked in many rural areas.

8. CONCLUSION

This study has revealed that most individuals and families who
become victims of human trafficking often times refused to report such
cases to the relevant security agencies, as a result they are taken advantage
off. Abomination of human slavery, many years ago, seemed like a thing of
the past, but unfortunately as revealed by the study. There seemed to be a
repeat of history, as it is today that human slavery is once again becoming
a terrible reality in our environment. The researches further observed that
“people are being trafficked and exploited all over the world through
deception or deceptive means”. A huge number of individuals ranging from
2 million have been trafficked into forced labour worldwide, of these
number, 600,000 to 800,000 are said to have been trafficked across
borders each year and more than 12,000 children are said to be working as
slaves on cocoa plantations in West Africa. It is impossible to reach a
consensus on the true scale of the problems but, regardless of these figures,
human trafficking is getting bigger by the day. The study reiterated that,
“every number represents a human life are being destroyed, hence it is
happening on every continent and in almost every country whether the
place we live is a source destination or transit point for trafficking, no
nation can claim to be wholly unaffected by this crime”. The researchers
observed that, human trafficking is a criminal industry which has attracted
huge funds running in billions of dollars for traffickers. It was also
observed that, some establishment may be contribution to human
trafficking unintentionally could be within their areas of operations and
supply chains.

9. RECOMMENDATIONS

e The various governments in Africa should endeavour to
eradicate human trafficking, through the strengthening and
implementation of adequate policies. These efforts should
include convicting traffickers and sanctioning perpetrators.

e Government officials found wanting or complacent should be
prosecuted.

e There should be additional official collaboration with foreign
agencies of governments in order to intensify efforts to curb
international trafficking and increase investigations.

e Government should put measures in place to pay unscheduled
visits to companies or industries that are suspected to engage in
any form of trafficking. This could be done by checking
Containers for export/import leaving the various ports in the
country.

e National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons
(NAPTIP) and other security agencies, should enhance
coordination on law enforcement efforts, including investigating
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illicit centers, exploiting women in forced surrogacy, and
prosecuting suspects while respecting the rights of the accused.

e Increased technologies for surveillance in the various embassies
within the continent to easily identify and provide assistance to
victims.

e Organizations should develop policies alongside agencies of
government to explicitly prohibit human trafficking. These
policies should be communicated both internally and publicly.

e Organizations should play key roles towards the unethical
practices and provide legal framework to stop human trafficking
by reporting them to law enforcement agencies.
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